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Experience Summary Information 

 
James D. Norris has worked in the field of archaeology in Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Louisiana, 
Ohio, Indiana, and West Virginia. His experience includes fieldwork, lab work, and GIS. He has also 
informally taught GIS for Archaeologists at the Center for Archaeological Studies as well as Introduction 
to Archaeology at Kent State University, as an adjunct professor. In 2020 he, along with his colleagues 
at the Experimental Archaeology Laboratory, were the recipients of the Ig Nobel Prize. Archaeology and 
GIS have allowed him to work on many different projects and publications throughout his career, with 
many different specialists. Project locales have included public utilities, bridges, highways, housing 
developments, natural gas pipelines, wetland mitigations, urban environments, national forests, and 
historical properties. His interest are lithics, experimental archaeology, historic maps, and vernacular 
architecture. 
 
Mr. Norris currently serves as a Staff Archaeologist for the West Virginia office of Cultural Resource 
Analysts, Inc. His duties include conducting pre-field research, directing fieldwork and lab work analyses, 
as well as preparing technical reports.  
 
Representative Training: 
Annual: Adult CPR, First Aid, and Blood borne Pathogen 

RPA Registration ID: 5363 
Email: jdnorris@crai-ky.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Years of Experience: 10 
Years of CRA Employment: <1 

Specific Duties: 
• Conducting pre-field 

research 
• Directing fieldwork 

and laboratory 
analyses 

• Preparing technical 
reports 

Education and Training: 
• M.A., Anthropology, 

Kent State University, 
Kent, Ohio 

• B.A., Anthropology, 
University of South 
Alabama, Mobile, 
Alabama 

• ESRI GIS Certificate, 
University of South 
Alabama, Mobile, 
Alabama 

Staff Archaeologist 
 

Cultural Resource Analyst, Inc. 
Present 

Archaeologist/GIS Analyst  
 

Center for Archaeological 
Studies 

2016-2018, Summer of 2022 

Archaeologist/GIS Analyst 
 

Gulf South Past Recovery 
2006-2009, 2013-2017 
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Sample Project Experience: 
 

• Lower Mud Phase I. Phase I survey in Cabell County, West Virginia. Staff Archaeologist. 
 

• Archaeological Pedestrian Shoreline Survey. Pedestrian survey in Braxton, Mingo, and 
Wyoming Counties, West Virginia. Staff Archaeologist. 
 

• Tinker’s Creek Project. Phase I survey in Portage County, Ohio. Archaeologist. 
 

• I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project. Phase III survey in Mobile, Alabama. 
Archaeologist. Project conducted by the Alabama Department of Transportation and the 
Federal Highway Administration in cooperation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
the U.S. Coast Guard. 
 

• Conecuh National Forests in Andalusia, Alabama. Multiple Phase I surveys. 
Archaeologist, Field Instructor, GIS Analyst. Conducted by USDA and Conecuh National 
Forest. 
 

• De Soto National Forests in Brooklyn Mississippi. Multiple Phase I surveys. 
Archaeologist, GIS Analyst. Conducted by USDA and De Soto National Forest. 
 

• State Line Road Project. Phase III survey. Field Tech. Conducted by ODOT and INDOT. 
 

• Joseph and Emma Smith Home Project. Phase I survey in Kirtland, Ohio. Field tech. 
 

• Mobile Alabama Soccer Complex Project. Phase I-III survey of a dairy farm in Mobile, 
Alabama.  Archaeologist, GIS Analyst. Conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 
 

Selected Publications: 
 

• Eren MI, Bebber M, Mika A, Flood K, Maguire L, Norris JD, Perrone A, Mullen D, Centea 
S, Centea C, Christy B, Daud R, Jackson J, Patten R, Redmond B, Buchanan B, Haythorn 
R, Miller G, Conaway M, Biermann Gürbüz R, Lycett S, Kilby D, Andrews B, MacDonald B, 
Boulanger M, and Meltzer D. (In Review) Evidence for and implications of a possible Clovis 
cache from North-Central Ohio, U.S.A. Submitted to American Antiquity 
 

• Diez-Martin F, Buchanan B, Norris JD, Eren MI (In Press). Was Welling, Ohio (33-CO-2) a 
Clovis base camp or lithic workshop? Employing experimental models to interpret old 
collections. American Antiquity. 
 

• Wilson M, Perrone A, Smith H, Norris JD, Pargeter J, Eren MI. 2020. Modern thermoplastic 
(hot glue) versus organic-based adhesives and haft bond failure rate in prehistoric 
experimental ballistics. International Journal of Adhesion and Adhesives 104:102717. 
 

• Norris JD, Rutkoski A, Perrone A, Mika A, Smith H, Wilson M, Diez-Martin F, and Eren MI. 
2020. Tinker’s Creek, Portage County, Ohio: Phase I Evaluation of Cultural Resources. 
Current Research in Ohio Archaeology. 
 
 



• Mika A, Flood K, Norris JD, Wilson M, Bebber M, Key A, Buchanan B, Pargeter J, Redmond 
B, Eren MI. 2020. Miniaturization optimized weapon killing power during the social stress of 
late pre-contact North America (AD 600-1600). PLoS ONE: e0230348. 
 

• Norris JD, Perrone A, Miller G, Buchanan B, Bebber M, Eren MI. 2019. Description, 
morphometrics, and microwear of two Clovis point bases from Pandale, Val Verde County, 
Texas. Bulletin of the Texas Archaeological Society 90:145-152. 
 

• Eren MI, Bebber M, Norris JD, Perrone A, Rutkoski A, Wilson M, Raghanti M. 2019. 
Experimental replication shows knives manufactured from frozen human feces do not work. 
Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports 27: 102002. 
 

• Bebber M, Norris JD, Flood K, Fisch M, Meindl R, Eren MI. 2019. Controlled experiments 
support the role of function in the evolution of the North American copper tool repertoire. 
Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports: 101917. 
 

• Norris JD, Stephens C, Eren MI. 2019. Early- and middle-stage fluted stone tool bases 
found near Fox Lake, Wayne County Ohio: Clovis or not? Journal of Archaeological Science: 
Reports 25: 1-6. 
 

• Bebber M, Rutkoski A, Mika A, Norris JD, Wilson M, Smith H, Maguire L, Eren MI. 2019. 
Archaeological survey of the Berlin Lake Reservoir Coast, Mahoning, Portage, and Stark 
Counties, Ohio. Current Research in Ohio Archaeology. 

 
 
 



 
 

 


