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A HISTORY BUILT ON EXPERTISE 

Established in 1983 in Lexington, Kentucky, CRA has grown from a one-person 

shop to seven regional offices across the country and more than 50 full-time 

personnel. Supported by a highly-qualified team of historic preservation specialists, 

architectural historians, and archaeologists, CRA has been recognized as one of the 

most respected, full-service cultural resource consulting firms in the United States. 

Our professionals, their expertise, and their commitment to their work are 

fundamental to this reputation. 

 

Offering a national presence rooted in local expertise, CRAõs dedicated professionals 

have an intimate understanding of the complex nature of historic preservation, 

whether in seeking to meet compliance requirements or actively preserving those 

historic places that make a community unique. Special care is always taken to 

ensure that we provide the most appropriate and strategic solutions to preservation-

related needs, and we proudly carry our reputation of working alongside our clients 

to produce high-quality work tailored to meet the specific goals of a project. 

 

Since our founding, we have been fortunate to assist hundreds of communities, 

organizations, agencies, and professionals across the country in meeting their 

cultural resource and historic preservation needs. As we embark on 35 years of 

business, we look forward to building on our history and would welcome the 

opportunity to help you achieve your goals. 
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THE CRA ADVANTAGE 

CRA provides an experienced team of preservation professionals who are passionate 

about their craft and committed to working alongside clients to achieve their goals.   

As a small business with a core group of experts, we take pride in being highly 

responsive, providing excellent service, and developing long-term working 

relationships. Our commitment to our clients is complemented by our understanding 

of best practices in historic preservation and cultural resource management and our 

strong reputation with local, state, and federal agencies.  

 

QUALIFIED. All of our personnel exceed the Secretary of the Interiorõs Professional 

Qualifications for History, Architectural History, and/or Preservation Planning, and        

all of our senior staff have at least a decade of experience in the field. 

 

RESPONSIVE. We value the relationships we establish with our clients and recognize 

the importance of being available to them to discuss projects. We also recognize the 

need for timely, cost-effective approaches that facilitate project goals.  

 

DEDICATED. Our professionals take pride in their work and are dedicated to helping 

clients meet their needs as they engage complex issues associated with historic 

buildings, structures, landscapes, and other cultural resources.  

 

COLLABORATIVE. We embrace the opportunity to work collaboratively with our clients 

and multi-disciplinary teaming partners to promote a mutual understanding of project 

goals and the most effective historic preservation strategies. 



ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY   
+ HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Offering a unique combination of professional diversity and expertise, CRAõs team 

provides the full range of services necessary for the identification, evaluation, 

management, and interpretation of historic buildings, structures, districts, and 

landscapes. Whether you need assistance with meeting environmental compliance 

requirements or completing a special project such as design guidelines, a context 

study, or Historic American Building Survey documentation, CRA is ready to help. 

 

Everything we do is rooted in our intimate understanding of the historic built 

environment, our client-focused approach, and our working knowledge of the 

Secretary of the Interiorõs Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, Sections 

106 and 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the National Environmental 

Policy Act, and the guidelines and expectations of entities such as the National Park 

Service and State Historic Preservation Offices.  

 

Upon this foundation and supported by experienced project managers, CRAõs team 

has successfully worked with public and private sector clients across the country, 

providing professional insight and expertise in the development of strategies designed 

to meet historic preservation needs. Our commitment to high quality work and 

expertise in the field is best reflected in the fact that most of our work is from repeat 

clients and referrals who recognize the benefit of our ability to effectively and 

efficiently meet the needs of a project.  

SERVICE AREAS + PHILOSOPHY 

Well-versed in all facets of cultural resource management and historic preservation, 

our architectural history team provides services in six primary areas:  

ɽ Interpretation + Public Education 

ɽ A/E Design Assistance 

ɽ Consultation + Mitigation 

ɽ Environmental Compliance 

ɽ Research + Documentation 

ɽ Preservation Planning 

No matter the project, our goal is simpleñto exceed expectations.  

 

We take pride in helping our clients and establishing positive working relationships that 

allow for seamless interaction and successful projects. At CRA, we treat each project 

individually. This begins with listening closely, developing an understanding of client 

needs and project goals, and assigning staff with specialized skills to meet the task at 

hand. We are your partner, working together to add project value backed by our 

technical expertise, nationwide experience, and creativity. Let us help you build a solid 

foundation for meeting your historic preservation needs. 



ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 

CRA has been assisting clients with the environmental compliance process for more 

than three decades, cultivating a thorough understanding of regulatory frameworks 

and acquiring nationwide experience in producing well-synthesized, defensible 

documentation that promotes efficient project development. We understand the 

challenges of solving complex compliance issues and are committed to helping our 

clients achieve the delicate balance between meeting regulatory requirements and 

advancing projects in a timely manner.  

 

Backed by our intimate understanding of federal, state, and local regulatory processes 

and rooted in our positive relationships with agencies across the country, CRA is able 

to effectively guide its clients in meeting cultural resource requirements and help 

develop strategies that best meet the needs of the project. Recognizing the importance 

of timely and cost-effective approaches, CRA prioritizes proactively working with 

entities such as departments of transportation and State Historic Preservation Offices 

to develop innovative solutions that promote the success of our clients.  

 

Most importantly, we understand that cultural resource issues are just one aspect of 

the larger environmental compliance and project development process and that 

responsiveness, timeliness, and completing the project right the first time are critical 

to meeting aggressive schedules and budgets. CRA prides itself on its attention to 

project schedule and delivery and selection of staff that understand the importance of 

flexibility and the need to adapt to changes in project design. 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE SERVICES 

 

ɽ Records Reviews/Literature Searches 

ɽ Due Diligence/Red Flag Studies 

ɽ Architectural Surveys 

ɽ Determinations of Eligibility 

ɽ Determinations of Effect 

ɽ Viewshed Analysis 

ɽ DOT Section 4(f) Documentation 

ɽ FCC 620/621 Documentation 

ɽ HUD/CDBG Reviews 

ɽ NEPA Cultural Resource Documentation 

ɽ NHPA Section 106 Consultation 

ɽ NHPA Section 110 Programs 

ɽ Memorandums of Agreement 

ɽ Programmatic Agreements 

 

 

 



LOCATION 

Virginia 

 

CLIENT 

Virginia Department                    

of Transportation 

 

YEAR 

2011-Present 

 

SERVICES 

Archival Research 

Architectural Survey 

Determinations of Eligibility 

National Register Nominations 

Interpretive Materials 

Oral History 

Creative Mitigation 

ON-CALL CULTURAL RESOURCE SERVICES 

Since 2011, CRA has held an ongoing Statewide Cultural Resources Consulting 

contract with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). As one of VDOTõs 

trusted consultants, CRA regularly works with the departmentõs cultural resource 

staff to complete reconnaissance surveys, intensive-level evaluations, and creative 

mitigation projects. CRA has provided cultural resource services for VDOT on more 

than 50 projects, ranging from bridge replacements and streetscape enhancements 

to construction of new corridors designed to enhance traffic patterns.  

 

CRA has placed a priority on providing high-quality, reliable, and consistent services 

that allow for efficient project development and delivery. CRA has also worked 

closely with VDOT cultural resource staff to cultivate a thorough understanding of 

expectations and requirements, minimizing delays resulting from errors that have the 

potential to stall projects. While CRA has completed a variety of projects for VDOT, 

CRA has developed a particularly strong record of assisting the department with 

developing and completing creative mitigation projects. CRA has researched and 

designed interpretive signs and historical markers; prepared National Register of 

Historic Places nominations; designed public educational booklets and posters; 

coordinated oral history programs; and developed interpretive websites. 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 



LOCATION 

Erie County, Ohio 

 

CLIENT 

SAIC, on behalf of the   

National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration 

 

YEAR 

2013-2014 

 

SERVICES 

Archival Research 

Architectural Survey 

Consultation 

Viewshed Analysis 

Effects Assessment 

Environmental Documentation 

ARCHITECTURAL SURVEYS AND IMPACT STUDIES 

In advance of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Glenn 

Research Center-Plum Brook Stationõs proposed project to construct a wind farm 

and runway to support functional operations at the facility, CRA was retained to 

conduct architectural surveys and impact studies designed to identify and evaluate 

significant resources within the study areas for the projects and, as appropriate, to 

make recommendations regarding potential effects to historic properties. 

 

The projects were carried out according to research design plans developed by CRA 

in coordination with SAIC and NASA and approved by the Ohio State Historic 

Preservation Office. A tiered approach was developed to streamline efforts and focus 

attention on those resources most likely to be impacted by the projects. While all 

properties in the immediate vicinity of the project were documented, properties 

further away were selected for recordation based on established criteria regarding 

their potential significance and the likelihood of project effects. 

 

In total, 17 known historic properties, 243 previously unevaluated resources, and     

5 districts were recorded. After careful consideration of potential noise and visual 

effects, CRA recommended that a no adverse effect finding was appropriate. 

NASA GLENN RESEARCH CENTER-PLUM BROOK STATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 



LOCATION 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

 

CLIENT 

UT-Battelle, on behalf of the 

Department of Energy 

 

YEAR 

2016-Present 

 

SERVICES 

NHPA Compliance 

Archival Research 

Building Documentation 

Architectural Survey 

Architectural Photography 

NRHP Evaluations 

Preservation Plan 

Programmatic Agreement 

SECTION 106 AND SECTION 110 SUPPORT 

In 2016, CRA was hired to complete a comprehensive review of Oak Ridge National 

Laboratoryõs (ORNL) state of compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act, 

including review of how their existing Historic Preservation Plan and Programmatic 

Agreement are working in order to identify ways to streamline compliance to 

facilitate efficient implementation of modernization efforts while respecting the 

national significance of the facility.  

 

Following on recommendations to ORNL leadership, CRA completed three additional 

tasks in 2017, including a facility-wide survey that documented and evaluated 195 

buildings and the National Register-eligible ORNL Historic District. The survey report 

builds on previous studies to include updated documentation of current conditions, 

provide NRHP evaluations of resources in consideration of their type and 

significance within the history of the Manhattan Project and ORNL, and present the 

information in a customized, reader-friendly format designed to meet the anticipated 

needs of ORNL staff.  

 

In 2018, CRA will assist ORNL to update their Historic Preservation Plan and 

Programmatic Agreement  to better facilitate preservation and modernization efforts. 

OAK RIDGE NATIONAL LABORATORY 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 



RESEARCH + DOCUMENTATION 

Thorough and accurate documentation provide the solid foundation upon which any 

successful historic preservation project is built. By examining available archival 

records to reveal how and why a property developed as it did and uncover the 

important stories associated with a place, we can situate a property in its historic 

context and illuminate that central concept of significanceñwhy this place matters. 

 

When this archival research is matched with rigorous physical documentation of a 

historic building, structure, site, or landscape, that history becomes grounded in a 

particular place and we can make informed decisions about the treatment of that 

property in consideration of its historical development, current conditions and integrity, 

and planned future uses. Even when documentation is being completed as the final 

record of a property prior to demolition, it is not merely an academic exercise as that 

documentation contributes to our greater understanding of a communityõs history and 

shapes how we view related properties. 

 

CRAõs architectural historians and historians have years of experience researching 

historic properties at repositories ranging from the local county clerkõs office to the 

National Archives. Our research experience is matched with on-the-ground expertise in 

completing photographic documentation, preparing measured drawings, and 

performing condition assessments to the exacting standards of State Historic 

Preservation Offices and the National Park Service. We take pride in producing 

documentation that is accurate and appropriately detailed but also highly accessible 

and crafted to meet the needs of the target audience. 

 

 

RESEARCH + DOCUMENATION SERVICES 

 

ɽ Cultural Landscape Reports 

ɽ Historic American Building Survey Documentation (HABS) 

ɽ Historic American Engineering Record Documentation (HAER) 

ɽ Historic American Landscape Survey Documentation (HALS) 

ɽ Historic Context Studies 

ɽ Historic Resource Studies 

ɽ Historic Structure Reports 

ɽ Multiple Property Listings 

ɽ National Register of Historic Places Nominations 

ɽ Property Histories 

ɽ State Level Recordation 

 

 

 



LOCATION 

Nationwide 

 

CLIENT 

U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs 

 

YEAR 

2008-2013 

 

SERVICES 

Archival Research 

Architectural Photography 

Building Documentation 

Historic Context Development 

Multiple Property Listing 

National Register Nominations 

 

NATIONAL REGISTER MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is the steward of a large collection of 

historic properties representing our nationõs commitment to care for its military 

veterans. To help the VA better understand the history and significance of those 

federal hospitals constructed to serve the veterans of World War I, CRA was hired to 

document and evaluate 42 VA hospitals nationwide that were constructed between 

1919 and 1950. 

 

As a first step, CRA conducted research in local and national repositories to develop 

a historic context for evaluating these medical facilities. This research informed the 

development of a Multiple Property Documentation Form, which was formally listed 

in the NRHP in January 2012. For each of the 42 medical centers, CRA documented 

their current conditions and performed site-specific research to develop a written 

history of each property. The research and surveys resulted in 33 individual National 

Register nominations, all of which were accepted by the National Park Service. In 

preparing these documents, CRA was particularly focused on development of a 

defensible historic context that clearly articulates the national significance of Second 

Generation VA hospitals and establishes precise registration requirements for 

evaluating their historical and architectural significance. 

SECOND GENERATION VETERANS HOSPITALS 

RESEARCH + DOCUMENTATION 






































